TOXIC POLITICS		4







The New Era of Toxic Politics
Name
Institution














The New Era of Toxic Politics
1.  Immigration and race became the most defining elements in these elections for various reasons. People of color and immigrants formed a particular segment of voters ready to support a political front that tolerated them. Immigrants, people of color, and the women fraternity always feel that if Republicans control Washington, their well-being is threatened. On the other hand, Democrats and a segment of Americans feel that tolerating immigrants would usher in competition for job opportunities and give them access to free health care (Drutman, 2020). The element of the race also redefined the partisan politics, especially during the Obama tenure. When Obama took office, a segment of the working-class whites was not comfortable with the changed racial imagery of the White House. They were uncomfortable with having a president of black roots. The number of foreign-born citizens rose from 12.5% in 2009 to 13.5% during Obama's presidency.
Such a swelling was perceived to be an advantage to the Democrats in terms of votes. Americans considered Democrats as "the new natural majority party" (Drutman, 2020). Immigration also became a component used to define parties in a straightforward manner. Republicans, together with the media, amplified the sentiments that Muslim immigrants and Hispanics were criminals and terrorists. Parties addressed a mix of pro-and -anti-immigration views. In 2000, many Republicans (George Bush included) hoped for Hispanics' support via throwing their weight behind pro-immigrant policies, although he faced more significant opposition within the party. When Democrats and Republicans announced their precise positions on immigration, voters who consider immigration as a sensitive matter "changed their party allegiances." (Drutman, 2020) Republican voters were somehow more conservative, while Democratic voters held racially liberal views.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]According to Drutman (2020), President Trump won the GOP nomination because three significant reasons. First, Trump beat the republic and by distilling the new politics of toxic binary to its essence of losing and winning. Trump went for 'winning.' Republicans had been frustrated on many occasions, including failing to repeal Obamacare and reversing the Democratic rule. Trump came in to take advantage of such distrust and disappointment by promising to be a man of actions and not empty words. He employed trash attacks against fellow Republicans to prove to voters that he was a fighter. Another reason is that, unlike the previous Republican politicians, Trump addressed the voters' frustrations directly. The previous Republican leaders revolve around the politics of anti-immigrant sentiment and racial resentment using hedged promises and coded language. Unlike them, Trump spoke about the frustrations by openly announcing that the growing diversity and the US's changing cultural landscape were legitimate grievances. He adopted "the GOP's restoration narrative from 2012 and acted it out with genuine conviction, delivering the performance of a lifetime." (Drutman, 2020). The third reason is that Trump capitalized on two popular positions. Unlike the previous Republican politicians, He laid much emphasis on Medicare and Social Security. He even said, "He would take on Wall Street and big pharma" (Drutman, 2020). The previous Republicans put blames on powerful special interests and rapacious elites for the dwindling economic fortunes of Americans' middle strata. They then failed to save the situation apart from cutting taxes for the affluent community, cutting the middle class's social spending, and privatizing Social Security. Trump stepped in with more significant promises. He also took advantage of his dark arts to cause controversies by manipulating the press coverage (Drutman, 2020). 
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